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JLAF ACTION: Defra Consultation on the Natural environment: an invitation to shape 
the nature of England.  Please respond by the 18th October 2010, to 
chris_hogg@bathnes.gov.uk.  Thank you. 
 
Defra are consulting in advance of a new White Paper on the natural environment planned for 
spring 2011.  This major consultation has a deadline of 30th October, before the next full JLAF 
meeting.  
 
In order that the JLAF can make a response, can you please consider the questions compiled in 
this document, then forward them to the secretary who will compile a response on behalf of 
the JLAF.  Please email your responses to the secretary by Monday, the 18th October.  The 
secretary will then submit a JLAF response, which will also be reported to the next JLAF 
meeting on the 5th November. 
 
All of the original documentation to review, and further details if you wish to make your own 
individual response, are on Defra's website. 
 
Defra's consultation has two parts.  The first part is a simple four question form, the 
second part asks for comments on a discussion document.   
 
PART ONE of the JLAF’s response to Defra: Four questions on the natural 
environment.  Please email your responses to these to the secretary of the JLAF. You 
might also want to respond directly on the Defra website (link on JLAF website) 
 
1. Which parts of the natural environment matter most to you?  
(From plants in your town centre to the local beach, and from fish in our rivers to the quality of the air we 
breathe – what is important to you?) 
Which parts of the natural environment matter most to you? (From plants in your town centre to the local 
beach, and from fish in our rivers to the quality of the air we breathe – what is important to you?) 
 
2. How do you feel you benefit from the natural environment? 
(You could talk about the enjoyment of hearing birds in your street, or wider benefits like having fresh food to 
eat and a variety of plants and animals.) 
How do you feel you benefit from the natural environment? (You could talk about the enjoyment of hearing 
birds in your street, or wider benefits like having fresh food to eat and a variety of plants and animals.) 
 
3. How do you think we could improve the natural environment? 
(For example, should we create more green spaces in towns, give greater protection to plants and animals, 
or work to reduce pollution?) 
How do you think we could improve the natural environment? (For example, should we create more green 
spaces in towns, give greater protection to plants and animals, or work to reduce pollution?) 
 
4. What would encourage you to get involved in protecting the natural environment? 
(Are there any barriers stopping you get involved, like lack of time or money, or not hearing about local 
projects?) 
What would encourage you to get involved in protecting the natural environment? (Are there any barriers 
stopping you get involved, like lack of time or money, or not hearing about local projects?) 
 
PART TWO of the Defra consultation relates to a discussion document.  There are 
fifteen more involved questions on the Natural Environment.  Again, please email 
your responses to the Secretary to be compiled as the JLAF response.  The full 
discussion document is on the JLAF website if you want to consider the questions in more 
detail. 
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